Know Your Rights, Know You're Right Rules
Name: Know Your Rights, Know You're Right. 
Time: 30 minutes
Number of players: 3 to 6 players or teams
Place: Anywhere suitable for card playing 
Target Group Ages: 12-15 yrs
Purpose: To understand your rights under the UN Convention on The Rights of the Child, and UK specific rights in relation to engagement with police and other authorities. 
Intro: The aim of the game is to support young people to understand their rights under international and national policy, particularly in their engagement with the police and their broader rights under the UNCRC. The cards contain symbols of different rights prepared by the UNCRC, and specific questions around their rights in particular situations they might face. 
Young people or teams of young people take it in turns to draw a card and answer the questions. 
Contents:  
· 1 set of cards.
· Answers to question cards.
· Reference sheet from UNCRC on children's rights. 
Instructions:
1. Individual players or teams sit around a table with shuffled cards face down. 
2. Each player or team take it in turns to draw a card and name the UNCRC right being symbolised or answer the question.
3. Another player checks their answer against the list of answers to questions or UNCRC reference sheet, and judges if the answer is correct.

4. If the answer is correct, the player or team answering the question keeps the card which is worth 1 point.

5. If the answer is incorrect they return the card to the bottom of the pile. 

6. The first player or team to achieve 10 points (cards) wins the game.	 
 




Question and Answer sheet: Know Your Rights, Know You're Right card game

UK-based Rights Question Cards Answers:

1. You can only be strip-searched by a police officer of the same sex as you: FALSE

Strip-search conduct by police officers is defined under PACE CODE A. 

· ANY search involving the removal of more than an outer jacket, jacket, gloves, headgear and footwear, or any other item concealing identity (face mask, for example) may only be made by an officer of the same sex as the person searched and may not be made in the presence of anyone of the opposite sex. 

· However, a person may request that an officer of the opposite sex to their own commits and/or is present for the search. Police officers should ask who an individual would feel more comfortable being searched by. 

· If you identify as transgender, under PACE, it is your right to be treated as the sex that you identify as. Police officers must treat you as you identify. If you are detained in custody, officers must record your stated gender. 

Non-binary identity is not recognised in PACE, so you should state the sex you would prefer to be treated as. 

If the police officers believe they have 'grounds' to doubt stated sex and/or gender, then they can choose to treat the individual as the gender they believe they predominantly live as. 'Grounds for doubt' include information such as ID. If the police do this, they should record that they are ignoring stated preference and the reasons why. This record can be important for any complaint or legal challenge a person may want to take later. 

For more information about trans/non-binary rights and police stops see this link: 
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/advice_information/your-rights-as-a-trans-non-binary-person-if-youre-arrested/


· As part of a standard stop-and-search, police officers can require those being searched to only remove an outer coat, jacket or gloves. A standard stop-and-search can be done by a police officer of any sex, in any location. During a public stop-and-search, police officers can only search outer clothing or request removal of outer clothing (including face and head coverings). Police officers can search inside pockets, around collars of shirts and inside socks and shoes. A police officer can also search hair during a public stop-and-search.

· Police officers must determine and satisfy reasonable grounds for suspicion in order to commit a stop-and-search and/or detain for a strip-search of an individual. Police officers must be able to clearly explain their reasons for the stop and search and strip-search.

· Strip-searches can range from the removal of a t-shirt, to the removal of all clothing. For a strip-search, officers must take the individual to another location different from the place of the stop that is out of public view but near to the original place of stop. Less exposing strip-searches (that do not include exposure of intimate parts, such as asking an individual without breasts to remove their t-shirt and expose their chest) can happen inside a police vehicle. 

· Searches involving exposure of intimate parts of the body may only be carried out at a nearby police station or other nearby location that is out of public view. 
· If you are required to remove any religious coverings (e.g. hijab) police officers must do this out of public view.  

Before you are searched the police officer should tell you:
· Their name
· The name of their police station
· What they are looking for
· That you are entitled to have a copy of the search record.

2. A 14-year-old who asks for contraception from their doctor will have their parents informed: FALSE

· On the NHS, Contraception services are free and confidential, including for people under the age of 16. If you're under 16 and want contraception, the doctor, nurse or pharmacist won't tell your parents or carer, as long as they believe you fully understand the information you're given and the decisions you're making.


3. A police officer can strip search you without anyone else present: FALSE

· There must be at least two people present for a strip-search, in addition to the person being searched.


4. You must provide your personal contact information if you are subject to a 'stop and account' by a police officer: FALSE

· You DO NOT have to give your name and address unless the officer points out an offence they suspect you have committed. However, not providing your details may lead to you being detained for longer.

· A ‘stop’ occurs when a police officer or a Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) stops you and asks questions. This is known as a ‘stop and account’, and is not a stop and search. You are free to leave at any time.
· To work out if you are being stopped and searched or if it is a stop and account, you can ask the officer: ‘Am I being detained?’ A police officer can only detain you when carrying out a stop and search, so if the answer is ‘no, you are not being detained,’ it is a stop and account and you are free to leave. You do not have to give your name and address. (https://www.release.org.uk/law/stop-and-search)

5. If you are stopped-and-searched by a police officer, you are entitled to receive a written form from them afterwards: TRUE

· The police should be professional, polite and respectful when searching you. The officer must fill out a form giving the reasons for stopping and searching you and give you a copy of this unless it is not possible to (many forces have digitised this process and will give you a reference number allowing you to retrieve a copy of the form from the police station). You can ask for a copy of the form anytime within 3 months of the search. (https://www.release.org.uk/law/stop-and-search)

6. If there is a police dispersal order in your area, the police can separate you from your friends and take you home: FALSE

· The police can only ask that you return home or away from the area. They cannot remove you from the location you are stopped in by force unless you have been detained, in which case you may be taken to a police station. 

7. What is the difference between stop and account, stop and search, and strip-search?

· Stop and account: 'Stop and account' is not a formal police power: rather, it describes any instance where police stop a member of the public and ask them to account for their behaviour or actions, or ask the person what they're carrying, where they're going, what they're doing in the area, or any other questions about their conduct.

· Stop and search: Police officers may stop you and search your belongings (bag) and outer layers of clothing (coat, jacket, shoes, hat). 

· Strip-search: A strip search involves the removal of any piece of clothing and may only be enacted under strict rules (see previous answers for more information)

8. A young Black person is how many times more likely to be stopped-and-searched by police than a young white person? (C) Around ten times more likely

9. What should a police officer have switched on during a stop-and-search? (B) Their body camera


Answers for symbol cards (UNCRC Rights)

(1) Definition of a child 

A child is any person under the age of 18.

(2) No discrimination

All children have all these rights, no matter who they are, where they live, what language they speak, what their religion is, what they think, what they look like, if they are a boy or girl, if they have a disability, if they are rich or poor, and no matter who their parents or families are or what their parents or families believe or do. No child should be treated unfairly for any reason. 

(3) Best interests of the child

When adults make decisions, they should think about how their decisions will affect children. All adults should do what is best for children. Governments should make sure children are protected and looked after by their parents, or by other people when this is needed. Governments should make sure that people and places responsible for looking after children are doing a good job. 

(4) Making rights real

Governments must do all they can to make sure that every child in their countries can enjoy all the rights in this Convention. 

(5) Family guidance as children develop

Governments should let families and communities guide their children so that, as they grow up, they learn to use their rights in the best way. The more children grow, the less guidance they will need. 

(6) Life, survival and development

Every child has the right to be alive. Governments must make sure that children survive and develop in the best possible way. 

(7) Name and nationality

Children must be registered when they are born and given a name which is officially recognise by the government. Children must have a nationality (belong to a country). Whenever possible, children should know their parents and be looked after by them. 

(8) Identity

Children have the right to their own identity - an official record of who they are which includes their name, nationality and family relations. No one should take this away from them, but if this happens, governments must help children to quickly get their identity back. 

(9) Keeping families together

Children should not be separated from their parents unless they are not being properly looked after - for example, if a parent hurts or does not take care of a child. Children whose parents don't live together should stay in contact with both parents unless this might harm the child. 

(10) Contact with parents across countries

If a child lives in a different country than their parents, governments must let the child and parents travel so that they can stay in contact and be together.

(11) Protection from kidnapping

Governments must stop children being taken out of the country when this is against the law - for example, being kidnapped by someone or held abroad by a parent when the other parent does not agree. 

(12) Respect for children's views

Children have the rights to give their opinions freely on issues that affect them. Adults should listen and take children seriously. 

(13) Sharing thoughts freely

Children have the right to share freely with others what they learn, think and feel, by talking, drawing, writing or in any other way unless it harms other people. 

(14) Freedom of thought and religion

Children can choose their own thoughts, opinions and religion, but this should not stop other people from enjoying their rights. Parents can guide children so that as they grow up, they learn to properly use this right. 

(15) Setting up or joining groups

Children can join or set up groups or organisations, and they can meet with others, as long as this does not harm other people. 

(16) Protection of privacy

Every child has the right to privacy. The law must protect children's privacy, family, home, communications and reputation (or good name) from any attack. 

(17) Access to information

Children have the right to get information from the Internet, radio, television, newspapers, books and other sources. Adults should make sure the information they are getting is not harmful. Governments should encourage the media to share information from lots of different sources, in languages that all children can understand. 

(18) Responsibility of parents

Parents are the main people responsible for bringing up a child. When the child does not have any parents, another adult will have this responsibility and they are called a "guardian." Parents and guardians should always consider what is best for that child. Governments should help them. Where a child has both parents, both of them should be responsible for bringing up the child. 

(19) Protection from violence

Governments must protect children from violence, abuse and being neglected by anyone who looks after them. 

(20) Children without families

Every child who cannot be looked after by their own family has the right to be looked after properly by people who respect the child's religion, culture, language and other aspects of their life. 

(21) Children who are adopted

When children are adopted, the most important thing is to do what is best for them. If a child cannot be properly looked after in their own country - for example by living with another family - then they might be adopted in another country. 

(22) Refugee children

Children who move from their home country to another country as refugees (because it was not safe for them to stay there) should get help and protection and have the same rights as children born in that country. 

(23) Children with disabilities 

Every child with a disability should enjoy the best possible life in society. Governments should remove all obstacles for children with disabilities to become independent and to participate actively in the community. 

(24) Health, water, food, environment

Children have the right to the best health care possible, clean water to drink, healthy food and a clean and safe environment to live in. All adults and children should have information about how to stay safe and healthy. 

(25) Review of a child's placement

Every child who has been placed somewhere away from home - for their care, protection or health - should have their situation checked regularly to see if everything is going well and if this is still the best place for the child to be. 

(26) Social and economic help

Governments should provide money or other support to help children from poor families. 

(27) Food, clothing, a safe home

Children have the right to food, clothing and a safe place to live so they can develop in the best possible way. The government should help families and children who cannot afford this. 

(28) Access to education

Every child has the right to an education. Primary education should be free. Secondary and higher education should be available to every child. Children should be encouraged to go to school to the highest level possible. Discipline in schools should respect children's rights and never use violence.  

(29) Aims of education

Children's education should help them fully develop their personalities, talents and abilities. It should teach them to understand their own rights, and to respect other people's rights, cultures and differences. It should help them to live peacefully and protect the environment. 

(30) Minority culture, language and religion

Children have the right to use their own language, culture and religion - even if these are not shared by most people in the country where they live. 

(31) Rest, play, culture, arts

Every child has the right to rest, relax, play and to take part in cultural and creative activities. 

(32) Protection from harmful work

Children have the right to be protected from doing work that is dangerous or bad for their education, health or development. If children work, they have the right to be safe and paid fairly. 

(33) Protection from harmful drugs

Governments must protect children from taking, making, carrying or selling harmful drugs. 

(34) Protection from sexual abuse

The government should protect children from sexual exploitation (being taken advantage of) and sexual abuse, including by people forcing children to have sex for money, or making sexual pictures or films of them. 

(35) Prevention of sale and trafficking

Governments must make sure that children are not kidnapped or sold, or taken to other countries or places to be exploited (taken advantage of). 

(36) Protection from exploitation

Children have the right to be protected from all other kinds of exploitation (being taken advantage of), even if these are not specifically mentioned in this Convention. 

(37) Children in detention

Children who are accused of breaking the law should not be killed, tortured, treated cruelly, put in prison forever, or put in prison with adults. Prison should always be the last choice and only for the shortest possible time. Children in prison should have legal help and be able to stay in contact with their family. 

(38) Protection in war

Children have the right to be protected during war. No child under 15 can join the army or take part in war. 

(39) Recovery and reintegration

Children have the right to get help if they have been hurt, neglected, treated badly or affected by war, so they can get back their health and dignity. 

(40) Children who break the law

Children accused of breaking the law have the right to legal help and fair treatment. There should be lots of solutions to help these children become good members of their communities. Prison should only be the last choice. 

(41) Best law for children applies

If the laws of a country protect children's rights better than this Convention, then those laws should be used. 

(42) Everyone must know children's rights

Governments should actively tell children and adults about this Convention so that everyone knows about children's rights. 

(43-54) How the convention works

These articles explain how governments, the United Nations - including the Committee on the Rights of Child and UNICEF - and other organisations work to make sure all children enjoy all their rights. 

(If after playing this game and learning about your rights, you think that one or more of your rights is being denied to you or you do not have access to them, or has been denied to you in the past, please reach out and talk to an adult - they will be able to help you)
